ESA 1 - Grassroots ESA Coalition Needs You

A week ago we sent you communication point to consider using as the 

Endangered Species Act is considered by Congress over the next few months.

To be successful competing in Congress, the Grassroots ESA Coalition needs as many members as possible.

Please consider joining either as an individual or a group.   Tell us if you are authorized to sign up your group.  There is no cost.

Below we’ve filled out the information we hope you will send.

Below that the Communication Points are included so people who missed last week can get what they need.   This is so critical it seems appropriate to make them available if you need them.

Please send back your individual information if you want to be part of the Grassroots ESA Coalition.  Send that of your organization or group if you want them listed.

What do you get as a member of the Grassroots ESA Coalition?

-----1.  You’ll get e-mails periodically on what Congress is doing on ESA.

-----2.  You’ll receive timely alerts of important action you can take to influence Congress to protect your interests.

-----3.  You’ll get updates from news articles, magazine articles, press releases and other material to help you keep up with the ESA debate in Congress.

-----4.  You’ll get ideas and tools to help you or your local group compete in the political process in Congress and the Bush Administration.

-----5.  You’ll get copies of ideas about how to improve the ESA that will come from the Grassroots ESA Coalition as well as our members.  Yes, this is interactive.  We need your ideas and help to make it successful.  We want to hear from you.

-----6.  You’ll join the largest coalition in America dealing with the Endangered Species Act.  Strength comes from numbers.  

The Grassroots ESA Coalition organized to promote the principle that the current Endangered Species Act could be updated and modernized in a way that benefits both wildlife and people; something the 30-year-old law has failed to do.  Now is the time to improve how we recover species.

The Grassroots ESA Coalition is a communication and networking group.  It does not replace your regular organization or any groups you communicate with or participate in.  If you want to make a difference as Congress and the Administration examine the Endangered Species Act, join with the Grassroots ESA Coalition.  

Join with hundreds of other organizations and individuals who are prepared to support this broad based effort to make the ESA more livable, protect jobs and communities while actually recovering species.   

Together we can finally make the ESA people and species friendly.

Please fax a message to (360) 687-2973 or send an e-mail to ccushman@esacoalition.org or ccushman@landrights.org
with the name of your organization, address, phone, fax and e-mail address.  If you wish to join the Grassroots ESA Coalition as an individual, send the same information.  

----- 1.  [YES] [   ]  I want to participate in the Grassroots ESA Coalition as an individual.

-----2.   [YES] [   ] Please list our organization as a co-sponsor.  (Do you have the authority to sign your organization up?)

Name

Address

Town

State

Zip

Phone

Fax 

E-mail

Organization

(Reminder – Can you authorize this group to be a participant in the Grassroots ESA Coalition?  There is no cost.)

A short list of organizations sponsoring the Grassroots ESA Coalition is below.

ESA   A Better Way To Communicate in Congressional Debate

It’s time to get in gear and fix the Endangered Species Act.

The Endangered Species Act has not been successful at recovering species at risk over the past 30 years. With a success rate of less than one percent, the ESA is not effective in saving threatened and endangered species. 

At the same time, the corresponding rules and regulations have, in many cases, strangled local economies causing severe repercussions that impact everything from school funding to jobs to economic development —even hampering important environmental protections. 

In 1995 a large, diverse coalition of organizations representing everyone from property owners to farmers, ranchers, miners, loggers, outdoor recreationists — even environmental groups — came together as the Grassroots ESA Coalition.  We are working on new principles for establishing a new way to conserve our nation’s endangered species.

The Endangered Species Act is a law with good intentions.  The Grassroots ESA Coalition will work across the country to promote common sense, balanced and scientifically supported changes to the ESA, which will update and modernize the Act to make it more efficient and effective in recovering threatened and endangered species while also protecting landowners.

These principles rest on two facts we have come to recognize over the 31-years existence of the ESA: no law has hurt communities, strangled landowners, and, at the same time, actually done less to improve the environment than the Endangered Species Act (ESA).  Yet the purpose of the act, to save and recover endangered species, is widely supported and is a good idea.  

The key to winning the battle in Congress is to talk about Restoring the Endangered Species Act and Actually Recovering Species.   

Now is the best time ever to modernize and update the ESA so we can actually recover endangered species.  Never before in the history of the Endangered Species Act has there been a better opportunity to pass legislation to actually recover species while changing the act to one that offers incentives to landowners to protect species instead of onerous penalties.    

Today, you have many supporters, both on Capitol Hill and in the Administration.   Generally they are likely to be more favorable now to those who want to make the ESA actually work and recover species while protecting the needs of families and communities.

The committees in Congress that have jurisdiction over the ESA have chairmen who want to see a people friendly and species friendly ESA emerge from this year’s debate.  While Federal budget issues are extreme, many are likely to support incentives for landowners and Federal land users.

It’s time to bring balance into protecting our species as well as humans.   We must do a better job of recovering endangered species without endangering the jobs and livelihoods of American families. We cannot protect species at the expense of our fellow Americans and their jobs as was done most dramatically in Oregon's Klamath River basin when we failed both the environment and the many residents who lost their jobs, their businesses, even communities.

The Save Our Species Alliance, with whom we are affiliated, has conducted polls and focus groups with the idea of finding the most understandable terminology to use when trying to improve the ESA.  It became clear that being negative creates negative reactions.   Being positive makes our efforts easier for the public to understand.  

If the ESA is going to be improved, you need the latest information to adapt to the changing political environment.   You need to know what works to communicate to Congress and the public . . . and what doesn’t.   We are working on how to convey these messages in a productive and sensitive way.    

-----      

Some readers might think we may be backing down on key issues.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  Don’t confuse where we want to go with how we get there.   

-----

It does not make sense to keep hitting our head against a wall saying and doing the same things we’ve done for years without success when modern research techniques suggest that better communication is the key to success in Congress.   The goals of protecting people and species have not changed.   How to talk about them has.  

Some words, like Reform, have built up a meaning in public use and debate that, if used now, do not allow our message to be received positively, the way you and we want.  For example, some have tried to label the word “Reform” as a code word for gut or weaken.  Those who oppose improving, updating and modernizing the ESA will always seek to twist certain words and ideas to place you in an unfavorable light.  

The research says "Sound science" has also become a politically impacted negatively perceived code word.  It appears that the public will more clearly understand our message if we refer to "independent scientific review” instead.  

Likewise, we should avoid phrases such as: "Radical environmentalists", "bureaucratic red tape",  "ESA is to blame for..  ."  The public will be more receptive to positive rather than negative terminology.

It’s good to talk about ESA's affect on people's livelihood, but not about lifestyles.  For example, the loss of jobs and the closure of plants ring true.   Talking about lost beach access or lost access for Off-Road Vehicles (ORV's) in the context of the ESA is not a combination that is believed by people.   

We don't want to offend our allies in the ORV community, but unfortunately the general public does not yet fully understand their concerns.  This is just an example to illustrate that in most cases the public does not buy the fact that ORV's are being limited because of the Endangered Species Act even though they may be.

Here is an outline of additional key points as we communicate our ideas:

Updating a 30-year old law

-----It's been 30 years since the Endangered Species Act became law.  We agree with its goals and objectives but we can do better.  The Act needs updating and modernizing after thirty years.   Now's the time to improve and bring more current how we recover and save endangered species.

-----Only 10 species in North America have been recovered out of more than 1300 that were listed in the last 30 years.  This rate is unacceptable.

-----Less than 1% of listed species have been recovered in 30 years since the Act was made law.   It's time to modernize and improve the ESA to actually recover species.    

-----The Endangered Species Act is well intended but its 99 percent failure rate in recovering species is unacceptable.  We must do better.

Repair and balance

-----It's time to update the ESA so we do a better job of actually recovering endangered species.

-----It's time to bring balance into protecting and saving our species.

-----We must do a better job of recovering endangered species without endangering the jobs and livelihoods of American families.

Landowners and the ESA -- Providing Incentives to recover species

-----The future of conservation lies in establishing an entirely new foundation for the conservation of endangered species - one based on the truism that if you want more of something you reward people for it, not punish them.  Throughout American history, if the government wanted more of something, providing incentives to achieve those goals worked most effectively.   

-----Landowners who lose property rights under the Endangered Species Act should be properly compensated.

-----Landowners who participate in efforts to recover species should be compensated for those efforts.

-----Protecting habitat should require an economic impact statement that accounts for the impact on landowners and communities.

-----We must allow the use of land, as well as provide habitat, when land use is determined to not threaten endangered species.

-----Allowing active management of both land and habitat is important, especially when it can prevent or manage forest fires.

Independent scientific review

-----To assure effectiveness, independent scientific review is needed when listing species as endangered and developing recovery plans.

-----Independent scientific review of recovery plans will help assure that the plans are effective or necessary.

State and local input

-----Species recovery plans must be flexible and allow for local input and involvement to be truly effective.

-----We must make the Act friendlier to state and local conservation efforts.

-----Local and state authorities need to be involved in helping save our species.

-----We need to allow state and local authorities more flexibility in designing recovery plans.

-----Allowing local and state involvement in land management decision making is important to adapting policy to local needs and issues.

Protecting people and their jobs

-----We cannot protect species at the expense of our fellow Americans and their jobs.   We can and must protect both endangered species and people.

Improvements to the Act

-----The Act should require a plan to help a species recover before it is listed.   The current Act doesn't require such a plan.

-----It is not enough to merely list a species as "threatened" or "endangered. " We want to help species recover so they can come off the list.

-----Our goal is to repair and confirm the Act’s ability to actually recover species.  

-----Updating legislation should be called something like “Repairing The Endangered Species Act.”

  Here is a short list of some of the organizations who are working with the Grassroots ESA Coalition.   This list has not been updated with all the groups that have signed up over the past week.

Alaska Miners Association

Alliance for America

American Land Rights Association

American Policy Center

Americans For Tax Reform

Alliance for Resources and Environment

Blue Ribbon Coalition

California Forestry Association

Communities for a Great Northwest

Common Sense for Maine Forests

Competitive Enterprise Institute

Curry County Oregon Project

Davis Mountain Trans-Pecos Heritage

Defenders of Property Rights

Environmental Conservation Organization

Family Water Alliance

Grassroots for Multiple-Use

Idaho Farm Bureau

Landowners Association of North Dakota

League of Private Property Voters

Montanans for Multiple-Use

National Association of Mining Districts

National Trappers Association

Nationwide Public Projects Coalition

New Mexico Cattle Growers Association

Northeast Regional Forest Foundation

Oregonians In Action

Oregonians for Food and Shelter

Pennsylvania Landowners Association

Rhode Island Wise Use

Washington Contract Loggers Association

Washington State Farm Bureau

Please e-mail your response back to ccushman@esacoalition.org or ccushman@landrights.org or fax to (360) 687-2973

Please forward this message as widely as possible.

